2:6 


[A] For the third he says, “He who answered Joshua at Gilgal will answer 
you and hear the sound of your cry thus day. Blessed are you, O 
Lord who hears the sound of the shofar.” 


[I:1 A] Rabban Simeon b. Laqish in the name of R. Yannai: “The Holy One, 
blessed be he, joined his great name to that of Israel. This may be 
compared to a king whose commissary key was little. Said the king, ‘If 
I leave it as is, it will get lost. Lo, I shall make a chain for it, so that if 
the key falls out of sight, the chain will tell us where it is.’ 


[B] “So said the Holy One, blessed be he: ‘If I leave Israel as is, they will 
be swallowed up among the nations. Lo, I shall join my great name to 
them, so that they may live.’” 


[C] What is the scriptural basis for this view? 


[D] “For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants will hear of it, and will 
surround us, and cut off our name from the earth; and what wilt 
thou do for thy great name?” (Josh. 7:9)— for it is joined to ours. 


[E] Forthwith: “The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Arise, [why have you thus 
fallen upon your face?” (Josh. 7:10). He whom you have called to 
mind has arisen in your behalf. 


[F] R. Yannai, Zeira in the name of his father: “Whoever, is not so 
worthy as Joshua, so that, if he should fall on his face, the Holy 
One, blessed be he, will say to him, ‘Arise,’ should not to begin 
with fall on his face. 


[G] “And that, in particular refers to the individual in the 
community of others.” 
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[A] For the fourth he says, “He who answered Samuel at Mizpeh will 
answer you and hear the sound of your cry this day. Blessed are 
you, O Lord, who hears a cry.” 


[I:1 A] Itis written, “So they gathered at Mizpah, and drew water and poured 
it out before the Lord [and fasted on that day]’ (1 Sam. 7:6). 


[B] And did they pour out water? 
[C] Butit teaches that they poured out their hearts like water. 


[D] “And Samuel said, “We have sinned against the Lord’” (1 Sam. 7:6). 
Said R. Samuel bar R. Isaac, “Samuel put on the shirt of all Israel, and 


